
SPECIAL POPS TENNIS began in 2005 with three training sites, about 60 athletes and a 
handful of volunteers. At the time, we did not fully understand the impact a tennis program for 
people with intellectual disabilities would have on their everyday lives. Ten years later, we better 
understand that tennis is merely our drawing card.

As we evolved, we realized that while we began with the mission to provide a meaningful 
year-round tennis program for children and adults with intellectual disabilities, we have become 
much more. Thus, our current mission recognizes what we believe to be the true value of our 
program: to enrich lives through the lifetime sport of tennis. 

Perhaps nothing now expresses the essence of Special Pops Tennis better than the three-
pronged statement representing a circle of learning that never ends when a person is part of 
Special Pops Tennis: Play Tennis; Make Friends; Live Life.

LIFE LESSONS. Today, our athletes not only learn how to play the game and compete, 
they also learn to manage their conduct on and off the court. They gain self-esteem from 
making new friends and working together as a team.

Yes, we’re still interested in making sure our athletes understand how to hit a backhand 
correctly. But we are more concerned about the life lessons they learn. Through the tireless 
work of our athletes and their families, our volunteers and all our supporters, we all are closer 
to becoming an integral part of the communities where we play tennis, make friends and live life.

THE NEED. But we have much more to do. Despite all that we have achieved together, 
Special Pops Tennis currently serves only an estimated 30% of the Atlanta metro area.

Our vision is to provide every person with an intellectual disability in metro Atlanta the 
opportunity to Play tennis, Make friends, and Live life! 

Understand that what a few individuals started ten years ago is now possible because 
of the amazing efforts of many. Rejoice in knowing that your efforts have made a difference in 
other people’s lives, including your own.

With your support — financial and hands-on — we fully expect to realize our vision. We’re 
excited about the next 10 years. See you on the courts!

Jim Hamm, Executive Director

EMBRACING A DECADE OF DISTINCTION: 2005-2015

Our Mission
Special Pops Tennis:  

Enriching the lives of people 
with intellectual disabilities

www.specialpopstennis.org

The Heart Behind
the Story

Our Vision
To provide every person with 
an intellectual disability the 
opportunity to Play tennis,
Make friends, and Live life!



Our Athletes

FROM AN EARLY AGE, 
Jennifer Narramore had the heart 
of a volunteer and was drawn to 
the Special Olympics population. 
In addition to her day job as a 
meteorologist, she began coaching 
adaptive tennis at three Gwinnett 
County schools. Convinced that 
the special needs students could 
be competitive, she partnered 
with them at tennis events and 
introduced them to team tennis 
through the SPUD League.

After her players graduated from high school,  Jen found a way 
to keep them involved in tennis by becoming the Site Coordinator 
for a new Special Pops training site at Summit Chase Country Club 
in Snellville where she is a member. 

Always thinking ahead, she recently combined her passion for 
meteorology and the special needs population to create a meteorology 
and emergency preparedness class that she teaches part time at 
Creative Enterprises, a nonprofit in Lawrenceville dedicated to assisting 
adults with disabilities with barriers to employment to maximize their 
potential. 

Jen’s dedication to sharing her passion with others is typical of 
many Special Pops Tennis volunteers. We would not exist without them!

BRANDON HAD NEVER PLAYED TENNIS BEFORE JOINING 
SPECIAL POPS TENNIS when he was still in school. But, as so 
often happens when athletes like Brandon leave school, there 
are few options to remain physically active and engaged with 
their peers.

 Special Pops Tennis provided an outlet for Brandon 
to grow, not just in his tennis skills but as a person, which 
Brandon’s mother attributes to the personal interest the Special 
Pops Tennis volunteers take in every athlete they work with. He 
plays every chance he can get, including the SPUD league and 
the annual Fall Classic tournament.

Brandon’s goal is to give back to the game.  “Special Pops 
is a blessing,” he said. “I used to play for myself but now I 
think about everyone I play for and how I can help others.” 
He recently got his friend Matt involved in tennis. And coming 
full circle, after watching a wheelchair tennis match, he’s 
now volunteering at wheelchair tennis events. “Special Pops 
Tennis has changed Brandon’s life,” his Mom said, just as it has 
changed the lives of so many others like Brandon. 

Our Volunteers
“Special Pops 
Tennis has changed 
Brandon’s life.”

“The participants love to learn and 
I love to teach them!”
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Then and Now

Steady Revenue 
Growth to Meet 

Increased Demand

Use of Revenue

Source of Revenue

Rapid Growth in 
Volunteers Provides 
Resources to Reach 

More Athletes

Number of Athletes Served 
Grows Exponentially Over 10 

years

Donations
39%

Fundraisers
45%

Grants
16%

Over the past ten years, the number of athletes served has grown consistently with the on-going 
support of volunteers and resources. Steady revenue growth has allowed Special Pops Tennis to 
meet increasing demand and intended growth.

Training
36%

Fall Classic
33%

G&A
15%

Competition
16%

Program Year

Volunteer Recruitment 
Orientation and Training

Athlete Training
Spring Session: March-May

Athlete Training
Fall Session: August-September

Program Year Wrap Up
Training Site Evaluation

Competition
Dothan, AL Invitational

Competition
Special Olympics Summer Games

Competition
Fall Classic Tennis Tournament

Competition
Skills Spectacular

Competition
SPUD League Season and Championships

Belton, SC
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Community Impact

• USTA Adaptive Tennis National Community Service Award Recipient 

• USTA Georgia Community Tennis Association (CTA) of the Year 

• Named “Tennis Hero” by USTA Tennis Magazine

• Special Olympics Georgia Distinguished Service Award for     

  Outstanding Local Program of the Year 

• Jim Hamm, Atlanta Falcons 2011 Community Quarterback Award

• 2 Athletes, 2 Unified Partners, and 2 Coaches selected to compete at   

  Special Olympics 2014 USA Games

• Jim Hamm, Head Tennis Coach-Team USA, Special Olympics 2011                                 

  World Summer Games, Athens, Greece

• Paula Sumple, USTA Atlanta Serving Winners Award  

• Arjun Dhir, Special Olympics Georgia Youth Volunteer of the Year

Affiliations and Recognitions

“Special Pops Tennis is one of the most 
organized, dedicated, honest, resourceful  and 
effective CTAs in the USTA  Southern Section 
and the tennis opportunities they provide…
absolutely cannot be matched.”  

    – USTA Southern Official

• 14 training sites in 7 metro Atlanta 
counties serving over 700 athletes that 
are gathering places to socialize and 
exchange information

• A network of 600+ volunteers who 
serve as partners, umpires,  
chaperones, mentors and in a myriad 
of roles on and off the tennis court

• Growing interest in our athletes’  
nutrition and fitness

• Requests for help starting adaptive 
tennis programs beyond Atlanta and 
outside Georgia

• Friendships between volunteers and 
athletes that extend beyond the tennis 
court

• Friendships across state lines as athletes 
compete in tournaments outside Georgia

• A high school club started by two  
teen volunteers to match student athletes 
with Special Olympics adaptive sports 
programs

• Support from local businesses, civic 
groups, community groups, and private 
clubs that extends to their members’ 
hands-on involvement in our programs

• A speech-delayed athlete talks with  
co-workers about his competition medals

• A home-bound male used to watching TV 
all day goes to a dance

• An athlete invites a teen volunteer to her 
birthday party

• A special needs high school student starts 
a hiking club and invites his friends to join

• A female athlete enters a pageant, wins 
at the state level and competes at the 
national level in Los Angeles

• Special Pops Tennis athletes volunteer at a 
local special needs school

MAKING FRIENDS LIVING LIFEPLAYING TENNIS

For more information on participating, volunteering or sponsoring:
3176 Westfield Way Roswell, GA  |  (770) 998-7826  |  serve@specialpopstennis.org

specialpopstennis.org

Locations

Cherokee Kenny Askew Park
Cobb Fair Oaks Tennis Center
Cobb Lassiter High School 
Fayette Peachtree City Tennis Center
Forsyth Vickery 
Fulton Country Club of Roswell 
Fulton East Roswell Park 
Fulton Sandy Springs Tennis Center 
Fulton The Standard Club 
Gwinnett LifeTime Athletic and Tennis 
Gwinnett Rhodes Jordan Park 
Gwinnett Summit Chase Country Club 
Gwinnett Suwanee Station 
Hall Brenau University 
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